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MARINE CPL. GEORGE HOLMES JR. AF CAPT. LYNN D. McINTOSH MARINE SGT. JOHN D. HARVEJ 

. . . a helicopter crew chief ' . . . pilot for C 130 transport “ electrical systems ^xpert v; -L y 




.. "By Blaine Harden 

. Washington Post Staff Writer 

V p When Marine Sgt. John D. Harvey 
' brought his wife and baby daughter 
home to Roanoke, . Va., for Easter 
weekend, he told his parents he was 
-. training for a “secret mission.” 

John and Jean Harvey had no idea 
What that mission was or even that 
their 21-year-old son. was, outside of 
; the country until 9:30 a.m; -yesterday, 
./ when two Marine officers knocked on 
their ..-front door, and said their son 
v was “missing and presumed dead.” 

The Defense Department said.yes- 
> terday that Harvey, an expert in heli- 
copter electrical systems stationed 
• /near Camp Lejeune, N.C., was one of 
eight servicemen killed in the. aborted 
attempt to rescue the American hos- 
tags in Iran. 

According to the Harveys and oth- 
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/ ers, the silence Sgt. Harvey had main- 
tained for nearly six months was kept 
, vby the seven other men who perishd 
when a C130 transport plane and a 
helicopter collided in the desert : 
southeast of Tehran. • • 

Relatives said yesterday *, the men 
, had maintained strict secrecy about 
3freir • hiiision, / .refusing / to explain 
Where they were going or what their 
i/fcission was. ; ; * . . ',///. 

He didnt give us any. details of it,” 
’^./s^id George Holmes Sr. of Pine Bluff, 
■/.‘ Ark., whose son, Marine Cpl. George 
N. Holmes Jr./ *2, was one of the dead. 
-/-//“He hadn’t even told us he had left 
the country,” Holmes said. ' “H£ sent 
(Mis stuff horiie, even his last pay- 
■/ check, clothes and stuff; mailed them 
home and said he wouln’t be needing 
them for a while.” 

Joe Holmes, an uncle of the de- 




_ ceased Marine, said the family Knew 
~; “he had been training out in Arizona 
^ under condition similar to Iran's for 
* P : hbout a couple to thre months. 

S' . “It was pretty secret, but we knew 
something was up: Sometimes George 
would just up and leave, and we 
" wouldn’t hear from him for a while, ” 4 
! Holmes said.;- * 

: ; The Defense Department yesterday 
released the names of six of the dead. 
In addition to Harvey and Holmes, 
they were listed as: Marine Staff Sgt. 
-.-Dewey L/Johnson, 31, of Jacksonville, 
N.C.; Air Force Capt.. Richard L. 
Bakke, 33 of Long Beach, Calif.; Air 
Force Capt. Lynm D.“ McIntosh, 33, of 
Valdosta, Ga.,*and AiT Torce Techni- 
cal Sgt; Joel C. Mayo, 34, of Boriifay, 

.. Fla. ‘ \ ; • ' 

Unofficial sources* identified a sev- 
enth victim as Air Force Capt. Charles 
V T.* McMillan II of Corryton/ Tenn. 
^Tennessee Gov. Lamar Alexander yes- 
; , r perday offered condolences to McMil- - 
Ian’s family, according t6 wire sefv- 
4ces. The Defense Department said it 
; was withholding the names of the last 
i (two men until relativse were officially 
.notified! 

- Two . Air Force personnel and two 
• Marines suffered burns in the. night- 
. Jiime collision, according to the de- 
partment. The injured were: Marine 
Maj. Leslie B. Petty, 34, of Jacksbn- 
Vviile, N.C.; Air Force 1st Lt. Jeffrey B. 

Harrison, 26, of Warren, Ohio, and Air 
^Force Staff Sgt. Joseph J. Beyers III, 
'37, of Charleston, S.C. ? 

Prior to their secret trainihgJor the 
r yesciie attempt, the Air Force men ap- 
parently had been stationed at Eglin 
> Air Force Base near Pensacola, Fla. 
The\Marines had been based at New 
Riyet Marine Corps Air r Station near 
Jacksonville, N.G. . •: 

r. Relatives of the dead said they were 
told yesterday that, the government 
did., not know; when or if the bodies 
would be shipped home. Defense Sec- 
. retary Hardld Brown. told a. press con- 
’ ference that the A United, States was 
. ^ seeking return ,of the bodies through 
diplomatic channels* 

, ‘ \ Mary .Mayo, -mother of Joel Mayo, 
34, the navigator of the C130 transport f 
plane, said yesterday that . per son had 
-volunteered for the assignment 

,,askef(J. ' tliijs. ' hjissfon..' 'plat’s 
: all 1 cin tell' you, said Mrs; Mayo, in- 
v ‘ terviewed 1 by plibne itf'* Bbhifa#. .“He 
went down for his country;” ; * 

Asked if she believed the mission 
should' have been launched, Mrs. 
Mayo said, “Yes, I do. We need to get 
our boys out, move our a- and blow 
whole works up . . After pausr ‘ 
ing for a moment, she -added, “The 50 
hostages are not worth thousands of 

. us.” * •; '• ' ••• 

George Holmes also said he ap- 
proved of the rescue attempt. ■ . 

*»';• “I think it was fine. It was a risk 
worth taking. That’s what I thought 
beforehand. I don’t change it now,” 
Holmes said. * 



The wife of Lynn McIntosh; the pi- 1 
lot of the C130, called a friend in 
Georgia sometime after midnight yes- ; 

•• terday. to say that shp was worried 
about her husband. J ; .. 

Ann McIntosh, who had been watch-; 

! i ing television in her quarters at Eglin, : 
told the friend she had just been 
v frightened by . a news> bulletin. -Mrs. 

* McIntosh,- said; sjhe heard JOgpt aC130 
had crashed in. the failed rescue at- 
tempt in Iran. ;;*:•*■■• 

“She didn’t know where! (her hus- 
band) was and that’s why she was so. 
scared,” said another friend - who 
spoke with her. . 

.. ..The young .Air Force wife told 
friends that the only thing she knew , 
was that Her husband had been or- 
dered away on a mission four or Jive - 
days earlier. She’ said; her husband 
never discussed his missions . jn the . 
8th Special Operation Squadron. 

It was several hours later, according 
to friends, that Ann . McIntosh was 
told her husband was among the. eight 
dead met left on the', salt. desert in 
Iran. , 4 , ! ’* 

Relatives of the casualties said lyes- 






terday that the servicemen had not 
; contacted their wives or parents for 
four or five days before yesterday’s 
attpmpfed raid. " . ; : . . v ; ; ( 

. Those relatives who consented to. 
telephone interviews, yesterday said * 
; they were not angry at President Car- 
- ter for the raid. . W 

Many relatives, - according to 
. :i ,friends f . : .were^ upset early j 

V yesterday because of the lag between 
the first news reports of servicemen 
killed and official notification by the ■{ 
Defense Department that their, hus-i j 
band or $on was- among the dead. • " -• 

/ Family members said yesterday they ! 
were also confused and upset over the 
■ question of whether bodies, would be 
returned to the United States. • * 

* Asked her Jeelings about any future ? 
diplomatic effort^ to gain the return ’ f 
of the bodies, Mrs. Mayo said, “I’m I 
hoping^ they will. Whatever’s left, I ' I 
want it brought back.” ‘ •» 

Coiitnbuting to this story were Wash - • 
ing ton Post staff writers Cotirtland 
Miltofr; Sandra G. Goodman,' Patrick 1 
Tyler i Judith Valente and Felicity Bar - ! 
ringer . ' ^\ u ' ! — 



